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Slavnostnainauguréacia

Rektor Univerzity Konstantina Filozofa v Nitre prof. RNDr.
Libor Vozar, CSc., udelil dia 11. novembra 2009 na slavnostnom
zasadnuti Vedeckej rady Univerzity Konstantina Filozofa v Nitre
roz8irenom o vedecké rady fakult, ¢estny titul doctor honoris causa
(Dr.h.c.) vyznamnému lingvistovi a kulturologovi prof. lanovi
Francis Hancockovi, PhD., z Univerzity v Austine, Texase, USA a
vyznam-nému kognitivnemu psycholdgovi a lingvistovi prof.
Enchovi Nedyalkov Gerganovovi, PhD., z Novej bulharskej

univerzity v So-fii, Bulharsko.




Vase Magnificencie, VaSe Spectability, VaSe Honorability,
vazeni Clenovia vedeckych rad, cteni hostia,

vazené kolegyne, vazeni kolegovia, mili Studenti!

Z poverenia Jeho Magnificencie, profesora doktora Libora
Vozéra, kandidata vied, rektora Univerzity Konstantina Filozofa
v Nitre, otvaram slavnostné zasadnutie Vedeckej rady Univerzity
Konstantina Filozofa v Nitre, rozSirené o vedecké rady fakult, ktoré
sa kona pri prilezitosti udelenia Cestného titulu ,,doctor honoris
causa“ dvom vynimo¢nym osobnostiam a zaroven blizkym spolu-
pracovnikom nadej univerzity:

» vyznamnému lingvistovi a kulturol6govi, profesorovi lanovi
Francis Hancockovi, philosophie doctor, z Texaskej
univerzity v Austine, Spojené Staty americké
a

» vyznamnému kognitivnemu psycholdgovi a lingvistovi, pro-
fesorovi Enchovi Nedyalkov Gerganovovi, philosophie
doctor, z Novej bulharskej univerzity v Sofii, Bulharsko.

Dnes$na akademicka slavnost’ je o to vyznamnejSia, Ze sa kona
v jubilejnom roku, v ktorom sme oslavili 50. vyrocie vysokoskolské-

ho vzdelavania na naSej alma mater.



Honourable rectors, deans, vice — rectors, vice - deans,
dear guests, ladies and gentlemen.

It is my great honour to open the session of the Scientific
board of Constantine the Philosopher University in Nitra extended
by Scientific Boards of the Faculties which is held on the occasion of
awarding the ‘Doctor honoris causa’ degree.

I would also like to welcome our dear guests:

» significant linguist and cultural scientist professor lan
Francis Hancock, philosophie doctor, from the University
of Texas at Austin, USA
and

» significant cognitive psychologist and linguist professor
Encho Nedyalkov Gerganov, philosophie doctor, from the
New Bulgarian University at Sofia, Bulgaria.




Vazené slavnostné zhromazdenie,

vazené damy a péani!

Dovol'te mi, vtejto sviato¢nej ajedinecnej chvili, srdecne
privitat' v aule Univerzity Konstantina Filozofa:

- Jeho Magnificenciu, profesora doktora Libora Vozara,

kandidata vied, rektora Univerzity Konstantina Filozofa

v Nitre.

Na dnesnej slavnosti srde¢ne vitam:

- Jej Honorabilitu, profesorku doktorku Evu Malu, kandi-
datku vied, prorektorku Univerzity Konstantina Filozofa,

- Jeho Honorabilitu, docenta doktora Miroslava Tvrdona,
philosophiae doctor, prorektora Univerzity Konstantina
Filozofa.

Dalej srde¢ne vitam:

- profesorku Janku He¢kovi, kandidatku vied, predsedni¢ku
Akademického senatu Univerzity Konstantina Filozofa,

- inZinierku Lubicu Ehrenholdovi, kvestorku Univerzity

Konstantina Filozofa.



V aule Univerzity KonStantina Filozofa srde¢ne vitam:

Jej Spectabilitu, profesorku doktorku Evu Solléarovu, kan-
didatku vied, dekanku Fakulty socialnych vied a zdra-
votnictva,

Jej Spectabilitu, profesorku doktorku Gabrielu Porubskd,
kandidatku vied, dekanku Pedagogickej fakulty,

Jeho Spectabilitu, doktora Attilu Komzsika, philosophie
doctor, dekana Fakulty stredoeurdpskych Stadii,

Jej Honorabilitu, profesorku inZinierku Zdenku Rézovu,
kandidatku vied, ktora zastupuje profesora doktora Cubomira
Zelenického, kandidata vied, dekana Fakulty prirodnych
vied,

Jeho Honorabilitu, doktora Igora Lomnického, philosophie
doctor, ktory zastupuje profesorku doktorku Zdenku Ga-
duSovu, kandidatku vied, dekanku Filozofickej fakulty.

Srdec¢ne vitam Ich Honorability, prodekanov Fakulty socialnych vied

a zdravotnictva, Filozofickej fakulty, Fakulty prirodnych vied, Fa-

kulty stredoeurdpskych Studii a Pedagogickej fakulty.

Je pre nés velkou ctou, Ze pozvanie na dne$nt akademicku slavnost’

prijali emeritni rektori, dekani a doctor honoris causa Univerzity

Konstantina Filozofa v Nitre:

profesor doktor Michal Sotak, doktor vied, dekan emeritus,



- profesor doktor Ondre Sedivy, kandidat vied, dekan
emeritus,

- profesor doktor Peter Liba, doktor vied, rektor emeritus,

- senator honoris causa profesor doktor inzinier Daniel
K luvanec, kandidat vied, rektor emeritus,

- adoctor honoris causa Ladislav Tazky.

V aule Univerzity Konstantina Filozofa si dovolujem ¢o najsrdec-
nejSie privitat’ nasich vzacnych hosti — predstavitel'ov slovenskych
a Ceskych univerzit, ktori prijali pozvanie na naSu akademickl

slavnost™:
- Jeho Magnificenciu, doktora honoris causa, profesora inzi-
niera Mikulasa Late¢ku, philosophiae doctor, rektora Slo-

venskej pol'nohospodarskej univerzity v Nitre,
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Jej Magnificenciu, profesorku inZinierku Vieru Cibakovu,
kandidatku vied, rektorku Vysokej Skoly ekonémie a manaz-
mentu verejnej spravy v Bratislave,

Jeho Magnificenciu, doktora honoris causa, profesora inZi-
niera Karola Poléka, doktora vied, rektora Vysokej Skoly
v Sladkovicove,

Jeho Magnificenciu, profesora doktora Jana Svéka, kandi-
data vied, rektora Bratislavskej vysokej Skoly prava v Bra-
tislave,

Jeho Honorabilitu, docenta inziniera Miroslava Havli¢ka,
kandidata vied, prorektora Mendelovej zemédelskej a lesnic-
kej univerzity v Brne,

Jeho Honorabilitu, profesora doktora Juraja Cernska, kan-
didata vied, prorektora Univerzity Pavla Jozefa Safarika
v Kosiciach,

Jeho Honorabilitu, docenta inziniera Lubomira Striesku,
kandidata vied, prorektora Ekonomickej univerzity v Bra-
tislave,

Jeho Honorabilitu, profesora doktora Ivana Simovéeka,
kandidata vied, prorektora Trnavskej univerzity v Trnave,
Jeho Honorabilitu, docenta doktora Jana Daneka, kandidata
vied, prorektora Univerzity sv. Cyrila a Metoda v Trnave,

Jej Honorabilitu, docentku inZinierku Janu Burgerova,
philosophiae doctor, prorektorku PreSovskej univerzity

v PreSove,
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Jej Honorabilitu, doktorku Melindu Nagy, philosophiae
doctor, prorektorku Univerzity Janosa Selyeho v Komarne,
Jej Honorabilitu, profesorku doktorku AlZbetu Mrazovd,
philosophiae doctor, prorektorku Vysokej Skoly zdravot-
nictva a socialnej prace sv. Alzbety v Bratislave,

Jeho Honorabilitu, profesora doktora Viliama Fishera, kan-
didata vied, prorektora Slovenskej zdravotnickej univerzity
v Bratislave,

Jeho Honorabilitu, profesora inZiniera |vana Kneppa, dok-
tora vied, prorektora TrenCianskej univerzity Alexandra

Dubcdéeka v Trencine.

NaSe pozvanie prijali aj dekani fakult Slovenskej pol'nohospodarskej

univerzity v Nitre:

Jeho Spectabilita, profesor, inZinier Danidl Biro, kandidat
vied, dekan Fakulty agrobiol6gie a potravinovych zdrojov,
Jeho Spectabilita, profesor, inzinier Jozef Bulla, doktor vied,
dekan Fakulty biotechnoldgii a potravinarstva.

Dovol'ujem si osobitne privitat’ :

12

pana Ludovita Galbavého, splnomocnenca vlady Slo-
venskej republiky pre romske komunity,
pani Emiliu Krsikovl, s$tatnu tajomnicku Ministerstva

prace, socidlnych veci a rodiny Slovenskej republiky,



pana Augustina Jozefa Langa, Statneho tajomnika Minis-
terstva kultury Slovenskej republiky,

pani Nadezdu Sebov, generalnu riaditel’ku Sekcie socialnej
a rodinnej politiky Ministerstva préce, socialnych veci a ro-

diny Slovenskej republiky.

Nase privitanie patri aj:

Jeho Excelencii Ognianovi Garkovovi, vel'vyslancovi Bul-

harskej republiky.

Je pre nas ctou, ze pozvanie na nasu akademicki slavnost’ prijali

poslanci Narodnej rady Slovenskej republiky:

pan Pavol Abrahan,

pan Vladimir Fai¢,

pan Tomas Galbavy,

pan Pavol Glenda,

pan Pavol Goga,

pan Jan Kovard¢ik,

pan L &szl6 Szigeti,

a pan Jan Valocky, poslanec Narodnej rady a riaditel’ Fa-

kultnej nemocnice v Nitre.

V Aule Univerzity KonS$tantina Filozofa v Nitre srdecne vitam aj

d’alsich vzacnych hosti:
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doktora Jana Salaja, doktora vied, riaditel'a Ustavu genetiky
a biotechnologii rastlin Slovenskej akadémie vied v Nitre,
doktora M ateja Ruttkaya, kandidata vied, riaditel'a Archeo-
logického Ustavu Slovenskej akademie vied v Nitre,

inZiniera Jaliusa Oszlanyiho, kandidata vied, riaditel’a Usta-
vu krajinnej ekologie Slovenskej akadémie vied v Bratislave,
magistru Danu Peskovicovi, philosophie doktor, zastupky-

nu riaditel’ky Centra vyskumu Zivoéisnej vyroby v Nitre.

Je pre nas ctou, Ze na dnesSnej slavnosti moézeme osobitne privitat’:
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pana Milana Belicu, predsedu Nitrianskeho samospravneho
kraja,

pana Jozefa Dvon¢a, primatora Mesta Nitra,

pana Juraja Horvéatha, prednostu Obvodného uradu v Nitre,
pana Stanislava Ivani¢ku, riaditela Uradu prace, socialnych
veci a rodiny v Nitre,

dostojného pana Ivana EPka, seniora Dunajsko-Nitrianske-
ho seniorétu,

plukovnika inZiniera Jozefa Zelenku, philosophiae doctor,
riaditela Okresného riaditel’stva Hasi¢ského a zachranného
zboru v Nitre,

podplukovnika inZiniera Juraja Andradku, riaditel'a Uradu

justi¢nej a krimin&lnej policie v Nitre.



Osobitne srdeéne medzi nami vitame zastupcov programu Dekada
zaclefiovania romskej populacie 2005 - 2015, ako aj ucastnikov
medzinarodnej konferencie ,, Dni socidlngj prace" a , InteRRa8".

Zaroven si dovolujem privitat vSetkych dal§ich predstavitelov
verejného a kultirneho Zivota naSho regionu, vSetkych priatelov,

priaznivcov a podporovatel'ov nasej Alma mater.

Vazené slavnostné zhromazdenie,

dolezitost’ a vaznost’ tejto chvile, umocnuje aj pritomnost’ ¢le-
nov Spravnej rady, akademickych senatov, Vedeckej rady Univerzity
Konstantina Filozofa a vedeckych rad fakualt, fakultnej nemocnice
Nitra, pritomnost’ vSetkych vas, vazené kolegyne a kolegovia, vazeni

administrativni a technicki pracovnici a mili Studenti, ktori ste prijali
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pozvanie Jeho Magnificencie, rektora Univerzity Konstantina Filo-

zofa, na slavnost’ udelenia Cestnych titulov ,,doctor honoris causa‘“.

VaSa Magnificencia, vazeny pan rektor, dovolujem si Vas
poziadat’ o obozndmenie pritomnych s vysledkami rokovania Vedec-

kej rady a o suhlas k inaugurécii.

I would like to ask the Honourable Rector professor Libor
Vozar to present the results from the session of the University
Scientific board.

Honorable rector, |would like to ask you to issue your
approval to initiate the inauguration ceremony.

Prof. RNDr. Maria Bauerova, CSc.,
prorektorka
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Prihovor rektora UKF

Vazené slavnostné zhromazdenie,

je pre mna velkou ctou vas informovat, ze Vedecka rada
Univerzity KonStantina Filozofa v Nitre na svojom zasadnuti dia
21. maja 2009 schvalila navrh Vedeckej rady Fakulty socidlnych
vied a zdravotnictva na udelenie titulu ,,doctor honoris causa“

» vyznamnému lingvistovi a kulturolégovi, profesorovi lanovi
Francis Hancockovi, philosophie doctor, z Texaskej
univerzity v Austine, Spojené Staty americké
a

» vyznamnému kognitivnemu psycholégovi a lingvistovi,
profesorovi Enchovi Nedyalkov Gerganovovi, philosophie

doctor, z Novej bulharskej univerzity v Sofii, Bulharsko.

Profesorovi lanovi Francis Hancockovi, philosophie doctor,
sa titul sa udel'uje za:
* mimoriadne vyznamny prinos v oblasti romskej lingvistiky
a Standardizéacie romskeho jazyka,
» za vyznamnu publikaénu tvorbu v oblasti romskej historie,
osobitne holokaustu,
= a podporu spoluprace s Univerzitou Konstantina Filozofa

v Nitre v odbore rémsky jazyk a kultira.
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Profesorovi Enchovi Nedyalkov Gerganovovi, philosophie doctor,
sa titul udel'uje za:
» jeho mimoriadny prinos k rozvoju kognitivnej psycholdgie
vo vyskume kratkodobej pamiti,
= vedecky prinos v oblasti psycholingvistického vyskumu
romskych deti,
* a podporu spolupréce s Univerzitou Konstantina Filozofa

v Nitre v odbore rémsky jazyk a kultura.

Vazené slavnostné zhromazdenie, som rad, ze Univerzita
Konstantina Filozofa v Nitre moze udelit’ titul doctor honoris causa
takym vyznamnym osobnostiam ako je profesor lan Francis
Hancock, philosophie doctor, a profesor Encho Nedyalkov
Gerganovov, philosophie doctor. S neoby€ajnym zadostucinenim
a radost’ou, ddvam z moci svojho tiradu suhlas na udelenie ¢estného
titulu ,,doctor honoris causa“ a slavnostnd inaugurdciu tymto

otvaram.
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Dear ladies and gentlemen, |1 am pleased that Constantine
the Philosopher University in Nitra is honoured to award the
honorary title Doctor honoris causa to the distinguished
scientists: to professor lan Francis Hancock, philosophiae doctor
and to professor Encho Nedyalkov Gerganov, philosophiae doctor.
As the rector of Constantine the Philosopher University in Nitra |
am delighted to give the approval to award Doctor honoris causa
honorary title and to commence the inauguration ceremony.

Prof. RNDr. Libor Vozar, CSc.,
rektor
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VaSa Magnificencia,

d’akujem Vam za oboznamenie slavnostného zhromazdenia
s vysledkami rokovania Vedeckej rady Univerzity Konstantina Filo-

zofa v Nitre a za Vas suhlas k inauguracii.

Vazené slavnostné zhromazdenie,

vazené damy a pani!

Je pre mna velkou ctou otvorit slavnostny akt udelenia
Cestného titulu doktor honoris causa vyznamnému kognitivhemu
psycholdgovi a lingvistovi, profesorovi Enchovi Nedyalkov Ger ga-
novovi, philosophie doctor, z Novej bulharskej univerzity v Sofii,
Bulharsko, ktory prispel k etablovaniu odboru Rdmsky jazyk a kul-
tira na Fakulte socidlnych vied a zdravotnictva Univerzity Kon-
Stantina Filozofa v Nitre a ktory bol inicidtorom spoluprdce medzi
Ustavom romologickych $tGdii na Fakulte socialnych vied a zdra-
votnictva a Psychologickym Ustavom Bulharskej akadémie vied
v Sofii. Udelenie ¢estného titulu doktor honoris causa je prejavom
Gcty auznania celej akademickej obce naSej alma mater za jeho
celoZivotn( vedecku a pedagogickl pracu a spolupracu s Univerzitou

Konstantina Filozofa v Nitre.
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Z poverenia Jeho Magnificencie, profesora doktora Libora
Vozéara, kandidata vied, rektora Univerzity Konstantina Filozofa,
prosim Jeho Honorabilitu docenta doktora Miroslava Tvrdoiia,
philosophiae doctor, prorektora Univerzity Konstantina Filozofa

o slavnostné laudacio.

On behalf of the Honourable Rector Libor Vozar, | would like
to ask the Vice-rector associate professor Miroslav Tvrdon, to
present the festive laudatio on professor Gerganov.

Prof. RNDr. Maria Bauerova, CSc.,
prorektorka
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LAUDIATIO
FOR ENCHO GERGANOV

Dear Prof. Vozar,
Dear Guests,

The well known Bulgarian Professor - Encho Gerganov is one
of leading European specialists in the field of cognitive psychology
and psycholinguistics. He was born on March 18, 1939 in Bulgaria.
In 1962 he finishes Sofia University, the Faculty of Slavic languages,
with specialization on Bulgarian language. Between 1968 and 1972
young Encho Gerganov was doing his Ph. D. at the Institute of
Linguistics at the Russian Academy of Sciences in Moscow and in
1972 he defended a dissertation in the field of “Psycholinguistics”
under the supervision of Prof. Rebeka Frumkina. Today we celebrate
his entitlement with Doctor Honoris Causa for his grate contribution
in the field of:

Cognitive psychology:
¢ finding new type of coding in short-term memory
e obtaining Bulgarian norms of word associations
o development of a system for evaluating pupils knowledge in

Bulgarian language
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Psycholinguistics:
o first research with Roma children in Bulgaria and Europe

The study at the Russian Academy of Science has a strong
influence on his development as a researcher and as a scientist,
because during his stay in Russia he was working with
psycholinguists as Alexander Vasilevich, Alexey Alexeevich
Leontiev and others. However another influence on his development
had the meeting with west European scientists during the summer
school in sociolinguistics in Belgium in 1974.

Throughout the years Prof. Encho Gerganov was working
mainly on Bulgarian language using psycholinguistic and
sociolinguistic approach.

At the moment Prof. Dr Encho Gerganov is a professor
emeritus in cognitive psychology, psycholinguistics, psychological
scaling and experimental psychology at the New Bulgarian
University in Sofia, Bulgaria, where he has been working for the last
10 years. He starts his pedagogical work as a university teacher in
1967 at the Institute of Foreign Students in Sofia as an Assistant.
There he continues till 1987 and he goes through the following
stages: Assistant, Associate Professor, Head of the Research
Laboratory on Applied Linguistics and Vice-Rector of the Institute.
After 1987 he gets a position of a Professor at the Institute of
Psychology at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. Between 1991
and 1995 he was a Director of the Institute of Psychology at the
BAS. In 2000 he starts a work at the Department of the Cognitive
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Sciences of New Bulgarian University in Sofia, where he was a
Director of MA program in cognitive sciences for many years.
Besides that he still works part time at the Institute of Psychology at
BAS.

Encho Gerganov has been teaching psychology,
psycholinguistics and cognitive sciences in a variety of Bulgarian
and European universities. He is one of the founders of International
Summer School in Cognitive sciences at the New Bulgarian
University where each summer scientists form allover the world give
lectures to international M.A. and Ph.D. students. Throughout the
years Prof. E. Gerganov has been a supervisor of number of Ph. D.
students and if today there are “Bulgarian psycholinguistic” and
“Bulgarian cognitive psychology” schools it is due to his enormous
work in the field.

Prof. E. Gerganov’s scientific interests are in the following
areas:

Teaching Bulgarian Language

Acquisition of Bulgarian

Psycholinguistic problems of bilingualism

Cognitive aspects of language acquisition/learning

Psychological and language measurement of knowledge.

For the last 30 years he has been participating in many
national and international conferences and symposiums as a key note
speaker on the issues of language learning of Bulgarian and Roma

children. He published scientific monographs and articles in
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international journals. The most important publications of Prof.
Gerganov are the following:

Gerganov E. Psychometric methods for assessment and
evaluation of Bulgarian language acquisition. Sofia, Narodna
prosveta, 1976, 170 pages.

Gerganov E. and others. Bulgarian norms of word
associations. Sofia, Nauka i izkustwo, 1984, 272 pages.

Gerganov E. Memory and Semantics. Sofia, Nauka i
izkustwo, 1987, 245 pages.

Throughout the years he has published many articles in most
important linguistic, psycholinguistic and psychology journals in
Bulgaria and in Europe.

Prof. E. Gerganov is one of the most active Bulgarian
scientists who are fighting for the educational and language human
rights of Roma people in Bulgaria and in Europe. In many national
and international conferences he was speaking against East European
countries’ decision of placement of Roma children in special schools,
because of lack of knowledge in the official language of the country.

Another area of active involvement E. Gerganov has in the
process of desegregation of Roma ghetto schools in Bulgaria and in
Europe.

With his active involvement in these activities he became very
popular, not only among scientists but also in the NGO world. He is
a member of the boards of some NGO-s and for many years he is a

Director of the Board of Directors of “Diversity” Balkan Foundation
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for Cross-cultural education and understanding based in Sofia,
Bulgaria and with his activities in this field he became also famous in
the Balkan countries.

For all his activities in the field of cognitive psychology,
psycholinguistics and research on Bulgarian language The Scientific
Board of the Constantine the Philosopher University is awarding

Prof. Encho Gerganov with the title Doctor Honoris Causa.

Doc. PaedDr. Miroslav Tvrdon, PhD.,
prorektor UKF
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Laudatio
for ENCHO GERGANOV

Vade Magnificencie, VaSe Honorability, VaSe Spectability,
VaSa Excelencia, cteni hostia, vaZzené kolegyne a kolegovia,

mili Studenti, damy a pani,

nads inaugurant, vyznamny bulharsky profesor Encho Gerga-
nov sa etabloval ako jedna z vedlcich osobnosti v Eurépe na poli
kognitivnej psycholdgie a psycholingvistiky. Narodil sa 18. marca
1939 v Bulharsku. V roku 1962 ukon¢il §tadium na Sofia University,
Fakulte slovanskych jazykov v Specializacii na bulharsky jazyk.
Pocas rokov 1968 az 1972 Encho Gerganov absolvoval doktorandské
Studium na Ustave lingvistiky Ruskej akadémii vied v Moskve
a vroku 1972 obh4jil svoju dizertacnl pracu v oblasti lingvistiky.
Skolitel’kou prace mu bola prof. Rebeka Frumkina. Dnes sme sa tu
stretli pri prileZitosti udelenia ¢estného titulu Doctor Honoris Causa
prof. Gerganovi za jeho prinos v oblastiach:

Kognitivna psycholdgia, konkrétne za:

e objavenie nového typu kédovania v kratkodobej pamati,

e vypracovanie bulharskych noriem slovnych asociécii,

¢ hodnotenie vedomosti v bulharskom jazyku.
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Psycholingvistika, konkrétne za:
e prvy psycholingvisticky vyskum v Bulharsku a v Eurdpe

s romskymi det'mi.

Stadium na Ruskej akadémii vied vyznamne poznaéilo d’al3iu
vedeck( Kkariéru prof. Gerganova, pretoze pocas tohto pobytu
spolupracoval s takymi vyznamnymi osobnostami ako Alexander
Vasilevich a Alexey Alexeevich Leontiev. Dalim dolezitym medz-
nikom v jeho profesionélnej kariére bolo stretnutie so z&padoeu-
ropskymi vedeckymi pracovnikmi pocas letnej $koly v socioling-
vistike v Belgicku, v roku 1974.

V stcasnosti je prof. Encho Gerganov, PhD., emeritnym pro-
fesorom kognitivnej psycholdgie, psycholingvistiky, psychologic-
kého Skélovania a experimentéalnej psycholdgie na New Bulgarian
University v Sofii. Tam prof. Encho Gerganov pdsobi poslednych
10 rokov, avsak jeho zaciatky st spité s pracou univerzitného ucitel'a
na Ustave pre zahraniénych $tudentov v Sofii. Tu pracoval od roku
1967 aZ do roku 1987 a preSiel nasledovnymi pracovnymi poziciami:
asistent, odborny asistent, riaditel' Vyskumného laboratéria apliko-
vanej lingvistiky a viceprezident Ustavu pre zahraniénych $tudentov.
Po roku 1987 ziskal poziciu profesora na Ustave psycholdgie na
Bulharskej akadémii vied. Od roku 1991 do roku 1995 bol riadite-
Pom Ustavu psycholdgie na Bulharskej akadémii vied. V roku 2000

zacal pracovat na Katedre kognitivnych vied na New Bulgarian
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University v Sofii, kde dlhé obdobie bol riaditefom MA (magis-
terského) programu kognitivne vedy.

Prof. Encho Gerganov, PhD.,
vyucuje  psycholégiu, psycho-
lingvistiku a kognitivne vedy na
roznych bulharskych a eurépskych
univerzitach. Je jednym zo zaklada-
telov Medzinarodnej letnej Skoly
v kognitivnych vedach na New
Bulgarian University v Sofii, kde
kazdé leto vyskumnici zcelého
sveta prednasaju zahrani¢nym §tu-

dentom magisterského a dokto-

randského Studia. Prof. Encho Ger-
ganov, PhD., je Skolitelom $tudentov doktorandského Studia a ak
v sucasnosti existuje bulharska psycholingvistika a bulharska kogni-
tivna psycholdgia, je to prave zasluhou jeho obrovského Usilia v tejto
oblasti.

Vedecké zaujmy Prof. E. Gerganova, PhD., pokryvaju
nasledovné oblasti:

» Vyucovanie bulharského jazyka

= Psycholingvistické problémy bilingualizmu

= Kognitivne aspekty ucenia sa jazyka

= Psychologicke a jazykové meranie vedomosti
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Za poslednych 30 rokov sa prof. Gerganov za¢astnil mnohych
narodnych a medzinarodnych konferencii asympézii ako hlavny
prednasatel’ o problematike ucenia sa jazyka u bulharskych a roms-
kych deti. Je autorom mnohych vedeckych monografii a vedeckych
¢lankov v medzinarodnych casopisoch.

Pocas svojej aktivnej prace prof. Gerganov publikoval vela
prispevkov v odbornych lingvistickych, psycholingvistickych a psy-
chologickych ¢asopisoch v Bulharsku aj v Eurdpe.

Prof. Gerganov je jednym z najaktivnejSich bulharskych ved-
cov, ktori bojuju za prava minorit hlavne v oblasti vzdelavania a ja-
zyka. Na mnohych narodnych a medzinarodnych konferenciach
vystapil proti myslienke vychodoeurdpskych krajin umiestiiovat
romske deti v Specialnych Skolach z dovodu nedostato¢nych vedo-
mosti oficialneho jazyka v krajine.

Dal$ou oblastou, v ktorej sa aktivne podiela si mimovladne
organizacie. Prof. Gerganov je ¢lenom rady niektorych neziskovych
mimovladnych organizacii a riaditelom ,,Komisie riaditel'ov diver-
zity* Balkénskeho fondu kroskulturalneho vzdelavania a porozume-
nia v Sofii. Vd’aka jeho pdsobeniu v tychto intitlciach je jeho meno

zname Vv balkéanskych krajinach.

Vazené slavnostné zhromazdenie,

je pre miia ctou byt’ pri tom, ked” UKF v Nitre tomuto vzacne-

mu c¢loveku udeli Cestny titul doctor honoris causa za jeho celo-
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ZivotnU tvorivu pracu v oblasti kognitivnej psycholdgie, psycho-
lingvistiky a vyskumu bulharského jazyka. Nech teda v dnesny deti
ku vSetkym prechadzajicim oceneniam pribudne aj ocenenie nasej,

slovenskej vedeckej society.

Doc. PaedDr. Miroslav Tvrdon, PhD.,
prorektor UKF
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Dakujem Jeho Honorabilite, docentovi doktorovi Mirosla-
vovi Tvrdoiiovi, philosophiae doctor, prorektorovi Univerzity Kon-

Stantina Filozofa za slavnostné laudacio.

Prosim Jej Honorabilitu, profesorku doktorku Evu Mald,
kandidatku vied, prorektorku Univerzity KonStantina Filozofa
a prométorku dnesnej slavnosti, aby v zmysle naSich akademickych a

univerzitnych zvyklosti vykonala slavnostny akt inauguracie.

I would like to ask the Promoter of the present ceremony,
professor Eva Mald, the vice-rector at Constantine the Philosopher
University in Nitra, to proceed with the inauguration ceremony.

Prof. RNDr. Maria Bauerova, CSc.,
prorektorka
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Slavnostny sl’ub inauguranta

Summum consilium Universitatis Constantini Philosophi Nitriensis non
ignorans, quantum tu, vir clarissime et eminentissime, qui operis tuis
insignibus memoriam humanam brevis temporis indagantibus
progressum psychologiae cognitivae adiuvisti aeque ac studiis tuis
psycho-linguistice inquirendi liberos Romaniorum ad incrementum
huius doctrinae valde contribuisti nec non ope tua societatem et
cooperationem cum Universitate Constantini Philosophi Nitriae in
disciplina linguae culturaeque Romaniana expedivisti, de lumine
sapientiae salutifero totum terrarum per orbem propagando meritus sis.
Hoc consilium in conventu suo solemni habito communi applausu
decrevit, ut Tu, Excelencia Encho Nedyalkov Gerganov in numerum
doctorum scientiarum et artium honoris causa recipereris.

Quod consilii nostri consultum cum summa Rei Publicae Slovacae
potestate confirmatum esset, a te, vir eminentissime, petimus, ut in hoc
consessu sollemni summum illum et unicum, quo te Universitas
studiorum nostra ornare potest, honorem accipias.

Prius autem sponsio sollemnis tibi suscipienda est.
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NajvysSia rada UKF v Nitre si je vedoma toho, ako velmi Ty, slavny
a vyznamny muZ, ktory si sa vyznamnym vedeckym prinosom
v rozvoji kognitivnej psycholégie vo vyskume kratkodobej pamati
a v oblasti psycholingvistického vyskumu rémskych deti, ako aj
osobnou angazovanostou pri rozvijani spoluprace s Univerzitou
Konstantina Filozofa v Nitre v odbore rémsky jazyk a kultira,
zaslizil o rozsirenie svetla midrosti po celom svete.

Tato rada sa na svojom slavnostnom zasadnuti jednomyselne
rozhodla, aby si Ty, Excelencia Encho Nedyalkov Gerganov, bol
prijaty do poctu dr. h. c.

PretoZe toto rozhodnutie bolo potvrdené najvy3Sou mocou Slovenskej
republiky, prosime Ta, muZ vyznacny, aby si na tomto zasadnuti
prijal vedeckuii najvyssiu poctu, ktoru Ti chce nasa univerzita udelit.
Najprv vS8ak musis vziat' na seba slavnostny slub.

Spondebis igitur:

Primum, te huius Universitatis, in qua summum in scientiis gradum

ascenderis, piam perpetuo memoriam habiturum eique auctoritate auxilio

consiliis tuis numquam defuturum? Dein, scientiarum studia, sicut adhuc

facere semper consuevisti, provehere non desiturum, ut veritas

propagetur et lux eius, qua salus generis humani continetur, terrarum

orbem illustret?

Haec Tu ex animi Tui sententia spondebis ac polliceberis?
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Budes slubovat teda:

Najprv, Ze budesS vzdy s laskou spominat na tiuto univerzitu, na ktorej
vystupis na najvyssi stupen vedecky, a ze nikdy jej neodopries
vaznost, pomoc, radu.



Dalej, ze budes pokracovat vo vedeckej cinnosti ako doteraz, aby sa
pravda rozSirila a jej svetlo, ktoré obsahuje spasu ludstva osvietilo
svet.

Slubujes toto a zavizujes sa k tomu z vnutorného rozhodnutia?

Encho Nedyalkov Gerganov

SPONDEO ACPOLLICEOR

Itaque jam nihil impendit, quominus honores, quibus Te senatus
Constantini Philosophi Universitatis Nitriensis ornare cupit, Tibi
impertiamus.

Ergo ego promotor legitime constitutus, TE, Excelencia Encho
Nedylkov Gerganov, vir doctissime, SCIENTIARUM
PHILOSOPHICARUM doctorem honoris causa creo, creatum
renuntio, omniaque doctoris scientiarum iura et privilegia in Te confero,
cuius rei in fidem hoc diploma Universitatis sigillo firmatum Tibi in

manus trado.

Teda uz nic nebrani, aby sme Ti udelili pocty, ktoré Ti senat UKF
v Nitre tuzi udelit.
Preto ja, zdkonom ustanoveny promdtor, Teba, Encho Nedyalkov
Gerganov, uceny muz, ¢inim doktorom filozofickych vied a za takého
Ta vyhlasujem a udelujem Ti vSetky prdva a vysady doktora vied a na
dokaz tejto veci Ti do rik odovzdavam diplom univerzity zapecateny
velkou pecatou.
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Vazené slavnostné zhromazdenie,

vazené damy a péani!

z poverenia Jeho Magnificencie, rektora Univerzity Konstan-
tina Filozofa si dovolujem v mene Vedeckej rady Univerzity Kon-
Stantina Filozofa, Vedeckych rad fakult, v mene celej akademickej
obce, ¢o najsrdecnejsie zablahozelat' profesorovi Enchovi Nedyal-
kov Gerganovovi, philosophie doctor, k udeleniu ¢estného titulu
doctor honoris causa Univerzity Konstantina Filozofa v Nitre.

Vazeny pén profesor, prosim V4&s o inaugura¢ny prihovor.

On behalf of all members of this ceremony, let me
congratulate professor Encho Nedyalkov Gerganov, philosophie
doctor, on being awarded the degree Doctor Honoris Causa at
Constantine the Philosopher University in Nitra.

Ladies and gentlemen, | would like to give the floor to honoris causa
professor Encho Nedyalkov Gerganov, philosophie doctor to give his
inauguration speech.

Prof. RNDr. Maria Bauerova, CSc.,
prorektorka
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Acceptance speech

Dear friends,

I am very happy to be here. I am deeply honored by the title
Doctor honoris causa at Constantine the Philosopher University in
Nitra which the Scientific Council of the Constantine the
Philosopher University bestowed me and | would like to express my
deepest gratitude.

When | was told about this, two distinct names sprang to
mind - Constantine the Philosopher - the creator of the Slavic
Alphabet, and Prince Nikolai Trubetzkoy - the founder of a new
linguistic discipline Phonology and one of the leading scientists at
the Prague School of structural linguistics. In my research on the
phonological and semantic representation of linguistic units in the
Human cognitive system, | have obtained psychological evidence of
both the role of the Alphabet in memory processes and the
psycholinguistic reality of the key concept of markedness, put
forward by Trubetzkoi.

Let me start with the Alphabet. One of the earliest
consequences of the Cognitive revolution in Psychology, in the
middle of the 20" Century is the three-component model of Human

memory. According to this model, input information is processed by
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three different memory storages - sensory memory, short-term
memory and long-term memory. It was assumed that different types
of information were coded in different memory storages. The
English psychologist Conrad suggested that the type of memory
errors reflect the kind of memory coding. As he hypothesized that
the information in short-term memory is coded with the acoustic-
articulatory code, he expected a high percentage of memory errors
between acoustically similar speech sounds. In a short-term memory
experiment he obtained data which supported this hypothesis. The
percentage of confusions between acoustically similar speech
sounds like /ta/ - /da/, /pal - /bal/, /kal - /gal/ is greater than
the percentage of errors between acoustically dissimilar ones.

I conducted Conrad's experiment with Bulgarian native
speakers. In my experiment Bulgarian letters were presented as
stimulus material. The percentage of memory errors in the
Bulgarian confusability matrix supported Conrad's findings. In
addition, there were significantly more errors between pairs of
letters which are neighbors in the Bulgarian alphabet like /r/-/s/, Ip/
- Irl. This means that besides the acoustic-articulator code there is
an additional alphabetical code in the coding space of short-term
memory. Alphabetical order is conventional and is learned

during the acquisition of literacy. Thus, it can be regarded as
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semantic code. As the information in long-term memory is presented
in semantic code, this finding can be added to the other
arguments against the separation of short-term and long-term
memory. Indeed, the later development of memory models included
short-term storage as part of long-term memory and called it
working memory. Alphabetical order is a very efficient memory
cue in Human information processing.

I would like to continue with the psychological reality of
markedness. First, | will discuss
these issues in the area of phoneme
representation in working memory.
After that | will present some
interesting examples of
antonymous  representations in
semantic memory in cross-cultural
perspective. Let us start with

phoneme representation in working

memory.
Following Trubetzkoi, one of the members of voiced-
voiceless correlative pairs is marked and the other is unmarked. The

voiceless members in these pairs are unmarked by definition. The
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voiced members are confused with their corresponding voiceless
ones more often than the opposite. According to the famous
psychologist Amos Tversky, the percentage of confusability can be
regarded as a measure of the psychological distance between two
consonants in cognitive or memory space. In the memory
experiments mentioned above, the psychological distances are
measured in both directions. Thus, we were able to test the
symmetry axiom in the case of psychological distance. When we
present for instance /d/, the percentage of confusing it with 111 is 4%.
However, when we present /t/, the percentage of confusing with /d/
is 1,6%. The difference between these values is statistically
significant. This means that the psychological distance from /d/ to 11l
is less than the distance from /t/ to /d/. Tversky developed a theory
in which the asymmetrical relations can be interpreted in terms of
archetype-derivative, unmarked-marked, prototype-variant relations.
The distance from archetype, unmarked, prototype members to the
correspondent derivative, marked, variant members is greater than
vice verse. The asymmetrical data from the Bulgarian confusability
matrix confirms the unmarked-marked relations in all Bulgarian
voiceless-voiced consonant pairs. This represents evidence about the

psychological reality of the important phonological concept -
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markedness. The alphabetical and unmarked-marked organization of
verbal material in working memory is very important for cognitive
functioning. For instance, these mechanisms could be taken into
account in learning processes. On the basis of these findings,
I developed a schema for literacy education in which the letters of
unmarked consonants are learned by children before the letters of
correspondent marked consonants. This schema was tested in
literacy education of Bulgarian and Roma children by my doctoral

student and colleague Hristo Kyuchukov. The results showed high

efficiency of learning of grapheme-phoneme correspondences when
the letters were introduced according to the schema mentioned

above.
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Now | would like to say a few words about
antonymous representations in semantic memory in the
framework  of markedness. One source of data for successful
bidirectional measure of the psychological distances between
members of antonymous pairs in semantic space is the free
association test proposed by Galton at the end of the 19" century.

The standard procedure for collecting data using this test is as
follows: a stimulus word is given to many participants with the
instruction to say or write the first other word which comes into
their mind. All word-associations of the participants are arranged on
a frequency count. The percentage of a word elicited as the
association to a given word can be regarded as a measure of
psychological distance from stimulus word to the word-association.

Let me give an example. In the Bulgarian free association
experiment with the participation of 1000 Bulgarians, the word
DAY as stimulus elicited word associations like night (255 times),
bright (73 times); sunny (57 times); big (53 times); nice (45 times);
long (40 times), etc. The word NIGHT as stimulus elicited the
following word associations: dark (173 times); day (145 times);
black (47 times); stars (46 times); moon (46 times); long (18 times)

etc. In the above examples the distance from DAY to NIGHT
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(25,5%) is less than the distance from NIGHT to DAY (14,5%). In
this case the higher the percentage, the shorter the distance from the
stimulus word to the word association. This means that the
psychological distance from NIGHT to DAY is greater than vice
versa. According to the theory of asymmetric psychological
distance, the archetype - the unmarked word - in this pair is NIGHT,
and DAY is the derivative of NIGHT, or the marked word in this
pair of opposites. We could say that for Bulgarians NIGHT is the
more common archetype.

A cross-cultural investigation of the association norms of
seven languages revealed only one pair of opposites for which both
directions could be measured - BLACK and WHITE. This allowed
us to determine the archetype, or the unmarked member, of this pair
in 7 cultures. American, German, French, Russian and Belorussian
cultures have WHITE as archetype. Bulgarian and Kirghiz cultures
are characterized by the BLACK archetype.

A further direction of study is the cultural archetypes of
ethnic groups within one country. In collaboration with my students
and colleagues | gathered free associations from two more ethnic
groups in Bulgaria - Roma and Turkish people. Association data

from Bulgarians are available in the Bulgarian norms of word
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associations. In the free association experiments with Roma and
Turkish participants we included in the set of stimulus words the
pairs DAY-NIGHT and BLACK-WHITE. Analyzing all associative
data we found that Bulgarians have as archetypes NIGHT and
BLACK. The archetypes of the other two cultures - Roma and
Turkish, are DAY and WHITE respectively. In addition, the results
from a survey carried out across EU countries show that Bulgarians
express the highest pessimism in comparison to all other European
countries. The NIGHT-BLACK archetypes could further contribute
to and could be used as a possible interpretation of these results.

As it was shown, the concept of markedness has powerful
operational and productive capacity. It can be applied successfully
in many areas of cross-linguistic research and cross-cultural
Psychology.

In conclusion, | have to say that although I am Bulgarian, my
optimism about overcoming the traditional Bulgarian pessimism is
very high. | believe that Bulgaria will soon be a fully integrated
member of the European Union, as well as that it will adopt the
positive archetypes of other countries.

Thank you very much for your attention!

prof. Encho Nedyalkov Gerganov, PhD.

45



Q.B.F.F.F.Q.S.

SUMMISAUSPICIISREI PUBLICAE SLOVACAE

CONSTANTINI PHILOSOPHI UNIVERSITASNITRIENSIS
ET NOS RECTOR MAGNIFICUS, ORDINIS PHILOSOPHICI DECANUS
PROMOTORQUE RITE CONSTITUTUS
LECTURIS SALUTEM.

SENATUS CONSTANTINI PHILOSOPHI UNIVERSITATIS NITRIENSIS
ANTIQUUM AC LAUDABILEM MOREM MAIORUM SEQUENS
AC VIROS IN COGNITIONE RERUM INDAGANDA SAGACISSIMOS
LITTERISQUE ET OPERIBUS SUIS PRAECIPUQOS,

QUI DE DOCTRINA EXPOLIENDA ET HUMANITATE PROMOVENDA
MIRUM IN MODUM MERITI SUNT, HONORIBUS ACADEMICIS
ORNARE CUPIENS,

IN CONVENTU SUO LEGITIMO
COMMUNI CONSENSU DECREVIT, UT VIR EMINENTISSIMUS
HANS WERNER EROMS
HONORIS CAUSA
IN CONSTANTINI PHILOSOPHI UNIVERSITATE NITRIENSI IN
DOCTORUM SCIENTIARUM NUMERUM RECIPERETUR.
QUOD SENATUS UNIVERSITATIS CONSULTUM
CUM A SUMMA REI PUBLICAE SLOVACAE CONFIRMATUM ESSET,
NOS HUNC VIRUM PERILLUSTREM,

PRO TOTIUS VITAE EIUS OPERIS CUM INGENIO AC SOLLERTIA
FACTIS,

QUIBUS STUDIUM LINGUISTICAE GERMANICAE
ET ARTEM EIUSDEM DISCIPLINAE DOCENDAE AUCTUS EST
ET INSIGNI MODO CURSUM NOVUM SCIENTIAE LINGUISTICAE
RESPECTU INTERNATIONALI HABITO EXPEDIVIT
AEQUE AC PRO MAGNA EIUS OPE, QUA SOCIETATEM ET
COOPERATIONEM
UNIVERSITATIS CONSTANTINI PHILOSOPHI NITRIAE
CUM UNIVERSITATE PASSAVIENSI ADIUVIT,
SCIENTIARUM PHILOSOPHICARUM DOCTOREM
CREAVIMUS CREATUMQUE RENUNTIAMUS AC OMNIA, QUAE
HUNC HONOREM SEQUUNTUR,

IURA ET PRIVILEGIA IN EUM CONTULIMUS
IN CUIUS REI FIDEM HASCE LITTERAS MAIORE UNIVERSITATIS
SIGILLO SANCIENDAS CURAVIMUS

DATUM NITRIAE DIE PRIMO MENSIS DECEMBRIS ANNO MMVIII
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Navrh na udelenie ¢estného titulu

Profesor ENCHO GERGANOV
,doctor honoris causa“

(Dokument)

D6vody névrhu:

Udelenie ¢estnej vedeckej hodnosti “doctor honoris causa” za:
» vedecke vysledky v oblasti psycholingvistiky,
» podporu spoluprace s UKF na rozvoji odboru: Romsky jazyk

a kultara.

Za prinos:
= v oblasti kognitivnej psycholdgie — novy system kddovania
v krakodobej pamaiti,
= v oblasti bulharskych noriem slovnych sosciacii,
= v oblasti experimentovania s bulharskym jazykom,
» v oblasti testovania poznania Ziakmi bulharského jazyka,
= v oblasti psycholingvistickych experimentov s rémskymi

detmi v Bulharsku a Europe.

Pracuje na New Bulgaria Unviversity v Sofii, Bulharsko
a v Ustave Psycholdgie Bulharskej akadémie vied.
Narodil sa 18. marca 1939 v meste Stara Zagora v Bul-

harsku.

47



Vzdelanie:

1962 - Bulharska filolégia na Sofijckej univerzite Sv.
Klimenta Ochridského na fakulte slovanskych filoldgii
1972 — obhajoba dizertatnej prace: Moskovska Statna

Univerzita v odbore Psycholingvistiky

Niektoré Zivotopisné udaje

1967 — 1987 — praca v Institate pre zarani¢nych Studentov
v Sofii ako asistent, docent a riaditel' laboratéria pre

aplikovanu lingvistiku a ako prorektor

Posobenie v Ustave psychologie BAV

1987 — vymenovany za profesora, pracuje v Ustave psycho-
I6gie Bulharskej akadémie vied

1991 — 1995 — riaditel’ Ustavu psycholégie Bulharskej aka-
démie vied

2000 — New Bulgaria University, Sofia, Oddelenie kognitiv-
nych vied

Publikac¢na ¢innost’
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Po inauguracii publikuje v oblasti kognitivnej psycholégie
Publikacie — monografie a ¢lanky v Bulharsku, Rusku
a v dalsich eurdpskych Statoch

Témy publikacii: problem kognitivnej lingvistiky, kognitiv-

nej psycholdgie a psycholingvistiky



MENKA BORKHEBA EHYO FEFTAHOB umum

ENEHA MACNANAHOBA KFBCTUHA
EHYO FEPFrAHOB XPHUCTO
SPASOBAHMEL) A
o U36BH Do PASOSATEN A

YUAULYHUIME CIEHIL A T AL e
Y ; rATAAC K]

FLA POMITE
5 /AP




Vedecké zaujmy prof. Encha Gerganova
e  Vyucby bulharského jazyka
e Metody osvojenia bulharCiny
e Psycholingvistické problem bilingvizmu
e Kognitivne aspekty osvojenia si jazyka a vyu¢ovania

e Psychologické merania znalosti jazyka

Aktivity prof. E. Gerganova
e Clen redakénych rad bulharskych a eurépskych lingvistic-
kych a psychologickych ¢asopisov
e Riaditel' Vyboru balkanskych nadécii v Sofii (Bulharsko)

Prinos prof. E. Gerganova
e Pre vzdelavanie romskych deti v jazyku
e Autorstvo experimentov s romskymi detmi v Bulharsku
a Eurdpe v otazkach desegregécie a vzdelavania v Special-

nych Skolach

Cinnost’ v oblasti romskeho vzdelavania v 90. rokoch
e Vyskumy s romskymi ziakmi a rodi¢mi v Bulharsku
e Spolocné publikcie E. Gerganova a H. Kyuchukova o vzde-

lavani romskych deti v Bulharsku
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An interview
with professor ENCHO GERGANOV

Prof. Gerganov, what is the mile-stonein your way to science?

My three years doctoral study in the Institute of Linguistics of last
Soviet Academy of Science in Moscow was definitely the most
important period of my life when | gained a powerful impetus to my
further development as a scientist. | was very happy to be a doctoral
student of Rebecca Markovna Frumkina who organized at that time
unique Saturday seminars at her home. This was a wonderful
scientific circle where we discussed the results of our research
studies, many issues related to research methodology and Philosophy
of Science. Each meeting of this seminar was a triumph of the Spirit.
Rebecca Markovna invited distinguished scientists from many
scientific areas to present at our seminars. She always kept the Spirit
of Science in our research group, provoked and encouraged our
critical and creative thinking. As an active participant in these
seminars | had to read and to study a lot of papers and books on
psycholinguistics, cognitive psychology, research methodology
including designing experiments, theory and methods of
psychological measurement, statistical methods for data analysis etc.

During these three years | acquired a lot of basic knowledge and
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skills for research which empowered my work in the next periods of

my professional life.

I know that you are interested in education very much. Where is
thisinterest coming from?

First of all, I like to teach and to work with young people. Many
students have worked out their master and doctoral theses under my
supervision. Second, after finishing my doctoral study and returning
to my country | found that Bulgarian education could be improved,
especially in the area of the assessment of the students’ academic
achievements. At that time | developed research program on
assessment and evaluation in education. This experimental research
showed that the evaluation practice currently established in schools
had a very low reliability and validity. After that | suggested using
objective testing and developed one of the first achievement tests for
measuring Bulgarian language acquisition. Unfortunately, the
educational system in Bulgaria is very conservative and resistant to
innovation. After the change of our political system to democracy
and market economy we hoped that the educational system would

change quickly but this did not happen. That is why very creative
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academic people decided to establish new educational institutions.
One of them is New Bulgarian University with new educational
philosophy. | was very happy to be among its creators. Many new
practices were implemented in our university. For instance, we were
the first in Bulgaria to established a higher education assessment
center, where new methods and procedures including objective
testing have been developed for improving the processes of entrance
exams and multicomponent assessment of students’ academic
achievement. The motto of our university is Ne varietatem
timeamus. For almost 20 years New Bulgarian University has
followed this motto developing and improving the academic space

and philosophy.

You agreed to carry out together with me experimental research on
the attitude of Bulgarian Roma People toward Education...

It was a challenge for me to do such kind of research. When you
suggested to me doing this research, | already had carried out
analogical surveys in the area of continuing education. Together with
my colleagues, social psychologists and sociologists, | performed
two surveys in a period of 5 years to study the attitude of Bulgarians

toward continuing education and the factors which impacted positive
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attitude. It was found that the higher the education of the respondents
the more positive attitudes toward continuing education they have.
These results and many other experiences with educational programs
kept my interest in education as a powerful instrument for Human
development. Moreover | was strongly impressed when we found
that education not only helps Roma children integrate into the society
they live in, but also provides a powerful instrument for utilizing

their creative potential and their abilities.

What are your recent research interests?

Recently, | have been interested in developing methods for revealing
of concept maps. More specifically, it is interesting to find out if and
how concept maps are changed as a result of learning processes.
Now there are intensive studies on these issues. Reliable and valid
methods for studying the processes of conceptual mapping and
conceptual changes could give opportunity to use the results in the
practice of educational assessment and evaluation. Another focus of
interest is a new approach for measuring personality traits. The
results of my first psychometric studies with the application of so
called unfolding technique to measure extraversion and neurotism

are very promising. | also intend to continue my work on cross-
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cultural study of archetypes in antonymous pairs DAY-NIGHT,
BLACK-WHITE and GOODNESS-BADNESS by alternative
approaches like Response Time (RT) in lexical access paradigm.
More specifically, | expect that RT for archetype members of these
pairs will be shorter in comparison with the correspondent variant

members.

Have you got any impressions of Constantine the Philosopher
University?

I learned about your University from its Internet site. Although I
need to look deeper into the structure of universities programs in
order to get more information, 1 am deeply impressed by the
philosophy and mission of the Constantine the Philosopher
University. | particularly liked the statement that the university “is an
open type of an university which enforces the multicultural
principles of education and offers a unique professional profile of
each student”. This is very closed to the needs of both individuals

and society.

Doc. Ph.D. Hristo Kyuchukov, DrSc.
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Rozhovor
sprof. ENCHO GERGANOVOM

VaZeny pdn profesor, ¢o je mil’nikom na Vasej ceste vo vede?

Moje trojrocné doktorandské Studium na pdde Instititu lingvistiky
byvalej Sovietskej akadémie vied v Moskve bolo v plnom rozsahu
najdoleZitejSou etapou mojho Zivota. Prave vtomto obdobi som
ziskal nevyhnutné stimuly k mojej d’alsej vedeckej praci. Bolo pre
mia ctou apoteSenim byt doktorandom p. Rebecci Markovny
Frumkiny, ktorda organizovala na dani dobu vynimocné sobotné
seminare u nej doma. Bol to UZasny vedecky kruzok, na ktorom sme
diskutovali o vysledkoch naSej vedeckej prace. Kazdé takéto stret-
nutie bolo istym spoésobom vitazstvom nasho ducha. Rebecca
Markovna pozyvala na tieto stretnutia uznavanych odbornikov
roznych vednych odborov. VZdy sa na stretnutiach so Studentmi
snazila o udrzanie ,,ducha vedy*“, ktory by vyprovokoval a podporil
nase kreativne myslenie. Ako aktivny ucastnik tychto seminarov som
musel ¢itat’ mnoho prispevkov, knih a §tadii z oblasti psycholog-
vistiky, kognitivnej psycholégie, vyskumnej metodolégie, vratane
navrhovania réznych experimentov, teérii a metdd psychologickych
a Statistickych merani. Pocas tohto obdobia som ziskal mnoho
vedeckych vedomosti a zruénosti, ktoré pozitivne ovplyvnili moju

pracu v d’alsom obdobi mdjho profesionalneho zivota.
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Viem o Vas, Ze mdte vel’ky zdujem o vzdelavanie. Odkial’ prameni
ten entuziazmus?

V prvom rade vel'mi rad u¢im a pracujem s mladymi 'ud’'mi. Mnoho
z nich pracovalo na magisterskych a doktorandskych pracach pod
mojim dozorom. Po druhé, po ukonceni mdjho doktorandského
Stldia a navrate domov som si uvedomil, Ze bulharské vzdelavanie
by malo byt podporené najmi v oblasti hodnotenia Studentskych
vysledkov. V tom obdobi som rozvinul vedecky program o hodnote-
ni vo vzdeldvani. Experimentny vyskum ukazal, Ze spdsob hodno-
tenia zavedeny v skolach bol vel'mi nespolahlivy a neopravneny. Po
tomto zisteni som navrhol pouZivanie objektivneho testovania
a rozvinul som jeden z prvych testov merajacich bulharské jazykové
vedomosti. Bohuzial, vzdelavaci systém v Bulharsku je velmi
konzervativny a odolavajuci inovaciam. Po zmene nasho politického
systému sme dufali, Ze sa vzdelavaci systém rychlo zmeni, ale
bohuzial’ k tomu nedoslo. Preto sa kreativny l'udia z akademického
prostredia rozhodli zriadit’ nové vzdelavacie institucie. Jednou z nich
je Nova bulharska univerzita s novou filozofiou vzdelavania. Bolo
pre mia ctou byt vtime tychto tvorcov. Na naSej univerzite bolo
implementovanych mnoho novych postupov a metéd. Boli sme
napriklad prvi zriad’ovatelia vysSieho vzdelavacieho hodnotiaceho
centra v Bulharsku, rozvijajuceno nové metddy a procesy vratane
objektivneho testovania. Mottom naSej univerzity je Ne varietatem
timeamus. Uz takmer 20 rokov Nova bulharskd univerzita funguje

v zmysle tohto motta podporujic akademicky priestor a filozofiu.
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Sthlagili ste srealiziciou experimentalneho vyskumu zaloZzenom
na postoji bulharskych Romov ku vzdel&vaniu...

Bola to pre mna vyzva robit’ takyto druh vyskumu. Ked ste mi
navrhli, aby som sa zapojil do tohto vyskumu, ja som uZ mal za
sebou analogicky prieskum v oblasti d’alsicho vzdelavania. Spolu
s mojimi kolegami, psychosociologmi a sociolégmi, som v obdobi
piatich rokov spracoval dva vyskumy upriamujice pozornost na
postoj Bulharov k d’alSiemu vzdelavaniu. Prieskumy ukazali, Ze
respondenti s vy33im vzdelanim mali pozitivnejsi postoj k d’alsiemu
vzdeldvaniu. Tieto vysledky spolu s dalsimi sktsenostami so
vzdelavacimi programami povzbudili m6j zaujem o vzdelavanie, ako
0 vplyvny prostriedok rozvoja ¢loveka. Okrem iného som bol ohro-
meny zistenim, Ze vzdelavanie nielen pomaha integracii Romskych
deti do spoloé¢nosti, v ktorej Ziju, ale je tieZ vyznamnym prostied-

kom vyuZitia ich kreativneho potencialu a schopnosti.

Aké su Vase sucasné vedecké zaujmy?

V stcasnosti sa zaujimam o rozvoj metdod odhalujicich pojmovy
aparat. Je zaujimavé zistovat’ ¢i a ako sa meni pojmovy aparat ako
vysledok procesu vyucovania. Momentalne prebiehaji v danej ob-
lasti intenzivne S$tidie. Osved&ené a platné metddy skimania proce-
sov pojmového aparatu a konceptualnych zmien by mohli poskytnat
prilezitost na vyuzitie vysledkov hodnotenia vzdelavania v praxi.
Dalou oblastou zaujmu je novy pristup k hodnoteniu osobnostnych

¢it. Vysledky mojej prvej psychometrickej Stadie s aplikovanim tzv.
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odhal'ujucej techniky poukazujicej na extroverziu a neurotizmus sd
velmi slubné. Mam taktiez v plane pokracovat’ vo svojej studii
viekultarnych archetypov protikladov DEN-NOC, CIERNY-BIELY,
DOBRO-ZLO. Predpokladam, Ze reakény cas archetypov komina-

nych dvojic bude kratSi v porovnani s prisluSnou variantou.

Aké méte dojmy z Univerzty Kon&antina Filozofa v Nitre?

O univerzite som sa v prvom rade dozvedel z jej internetovej stranky.
Taktiez som si musel detailnejSie prestudovat’ Struktiru univerzity
a jej Studijnych programov. Som ohromeny jej samotnou filozofiou
a poslanim. Vel'mi ma zaujalo vyjadrenie, ze ,,Univerzita KonStan-
tina Filozofa v Nitre je otvorenym typom univerzity presadzujicej
multikultirne principy vzdelavania a zabezpecCujucej jedinecny
profesionalny profil kazdého Studenta®. Tento postoj je vel'mi blizky

potrebam oboch zucastnenych stran - spoloc¢nosti ako aj individualit.

Doc. Ph.D. Hristo Kyuchukov, DrSc.
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